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ARTICLE I

ORGANIZATION NAME

The narne of this 6rganizz1i6s shall be Metopolitan Police Department Fifth District Citizens Advisory Council
(I\{PD-5D-CAC). The MPD SD-CAC is a non-profit group establish in partnership with the

Fifth D;rtrict PoEn Headquarters.

ARTICLE II

OBJECT

The putpose of tie MPD-SD-CAC is txro'fold: to enable the citizens to assist in and rnake less hazardous the
task of reducing ctime and promoti"g public safetp and to frrnction in an advisory capacity to the Fifth Distticr
Commander.

A. OBJECTIVES:

1. To plan and implenaent ptograms to develop neighborhood avrareness, cohesiveness, and respoosibility
for cnime problems arnong citize''* of the Fifth Disttict communiqE

2. to support and expect the highest police staodards of service and efficiency;

3. to conduct a continuing sunrey of community needs which affect law enforcernent and maintenence ef
pe:Lcein the to puhlicize these needs as they are discovere4 rnd

4. to implemeat withio the Fififi District the Council's objectives and progmrns on Police-Commr:nity
telations, and to represent this Disttict on the Chiefs Gtizens Advisory Couacil.

B. POWERS AND Ffi,SPONSIBILITIES:

1. Seek to involve as me{ry persons and community otgznszaions as possible in activities which.ilill maintain
the public safety snd imFtove police cornmunity relations;

2. advise the District Comtnander and other appropriate govetnment officials on rnatters such as

public safety, health, stteets and sanitation which affect the Fifth Police District

3. tecommend policy changes to the pfoper oversight authotity of District of Columbia peraining to issues

of police-cornrnrnity relations;

4. make recornmendations conceming the police coverage of the Fifth Distric t 
^\ea.;
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5. tefer complaints, in writing regarding poiice service or police officers' conduct to the complaint process
curendy in e€steoce;

6. cootd-inate, suggest and ptomote Para-police volunteer activities, such as Police Reserve Corps, and the
Police CadetCorps;

7 - On or before JanuaT 30*' of each year, the Council shall file an annual report to the Chief of Police. Such
report shrll fudsd6, in otder of ptiority, (a) &e Council's accomplishments @) sumrrrery of imporaot
problems, activities and statistical feporrs, etc.;

B. the council shall keep its mernbership abteast of activities and progtams related to public safety,

g. the Council shall record and forward fot tesolution complaints related to law enforcemeat, and ensure that
tesolutions are rcceived and reported to the membership dudng the next general meeting". and

i0. adopt nrles of procedures necessary to carry out the objectives above.

ARTTCLE IIT

tIEtIBERSHIP

Sec. 1. Membership in this Couacil shall be opeo to any person having a place of residence,
business ot employmetrt within the Fififi Dstrict area.

Sec. 2. Membership dues shall bJtO.OO pet calendar yar and.become payable in the month of Janaxy.
Dues \willrernain in effect unfll chqnged by the membership

Sec. 3. To be eligible to vote dudng the election of officers, a mernber shall have paid theit dues and
Itave attended at least two qeetings of the Council iu the past t"qrelve(l2) months pdor to the
election,

Sec. 4 Dues are not requited of the Mettopolitan Police Department persoo.rrel assigned to the Council
and they shall be considered as ex-officio members-

ARIICLE IV

OFEICERS

The elected officets of this otganization shall be: Chairpetson, Vice f,hqirFerso{L Recording Se*etary,
Cotesponding Semetaty, and Treasutet- Appointed office.rs shall be the Padiamentaiafr,Archivist, and Sergeant -
at- Arms. The officers of tle Council shall petfomr the duties prescribed by &e by-laws and the Padiamenadan
authority adopted by the council

,2
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ARTICLE V

DUTY OF OFFICERS

The Chaimerson shall preside at all meerings of the Council and of the Executive Committee and assign

Council inembets to standing and special committees rxdth the exception of the nominating comrnittee. The
Chairpetson shall appoint a Parliamentaian, A-tchivist, Sergeant-at-Arms and all special committees other
tllan those appointed to such committees by standing committee chailpersons. He/she shall represent the
Council to t-he comrnunity and at the Chief of Police Advisory Council, and file an annual repott to the Chief
of Police.

The Vice Cha-irperson shall oerform such duties as the Chaimerson mav desionate and in the absence of therrJo

Chairperson, shall assume all of the functions and powers of the Chairperson and discharge the duties of that
ofEce.

fhe8eqordiqE Secretarv shall be responsible for recordins of tle minutes of all the Council and Executive

.Committee meetinp, and the prepatation and distribution of same to all officers before the next Executive
Committee meetings; for maintaining an accurate list of membership of the Council and for recording the
attendance at all meetings of the Council and the Execudve Comrninee, and maintaining said list for at least

two yeats.

The Corresponding Secretary shall conduct the general correspondence of the Council, provide monthly
meeting notices to Fifth District CAC members and local otganizations, and perform such other duties
as may be required by the Chairperson and Executive Committee.

The Treasurer shall receive and be responsible for all. monies due the Council; shail deposit all funds
within seven days of receipq shall disburse all funds upon order of the Council and with the
Chairperson andf or the Secretary's signature on all checks drawn on the treasury; shall make a detailed
monthly report of all ttansactions to the Council and file it for audiq and shall maintain an up-to-date
list of membets whose dues have been paid.

The Parliamentarian shall provide appropiaf,e rulings on padiamentary proc€dures to the presiding
official upoo request in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order.

The Archivist shall ensure the proper storase and protection of the Council's records and other

- 

I I A I

historical documents. Storage facilities shall be provided at the Fifth District.

The Sergeant-at-Arins shall enforce the commands of the Council and preserve order at all meetings of
the Council.
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ARTICLEVI

MEETINGS

Sec. 1. Regular meetings of the Council shatl be &e fourth (46) Thunday in each month except

' Novernber and Decembet Q)ates to be set by Chalrpetsons with the Council).

Sec. 2. The Councilwill recess du"i.g the months ofJuly and Augusr

Sec. 3. Speoal meetings of the Council may be called.at any time fot special Puryoses by the Chaitpetson

or on the wtitten request of zny five (5) mernbers of the Council.

Sec. 4 A quorum to conduct business by the Council shall be ten (10) members.

Sec. 5 Notices of special meetings shall be sent to the membership, provided that five (5) days notice

is given there-to by the Chairperson

Sec. 6 Voti.g on all rratters before the Council shall be lirnited to paid membets.

Sec. 7. The Council may establish such mechanism *ratwill ensufe the btoadest disseminatioa of information

with tespect to the Couacil rreeting, positions, and action.

ARTICLE VII

ELECNON

Sec 1- Ooly membets in good standing who have attended at least nro (2) of the pteceding three (3)

meetiogs priot to the election year shall be eligible to be nominated fiot an elected office-

Sec 2. At the regular meeting in October of each odd year the Council shall elect a nominating
conmittee of three (3) membets. It shall be the duty of this conlmittee to nomiaate candidates fot the

offices to be filled at the:bi-annud meeting irr November. The nominating committee shdl teport at the
. regular bi-arrnual meeting in Decenber, at vrhich time additional nominations ftom the floot shall be

rnade, provided prior perrrission has been obtained of each person so nominated.
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Sec. 3. The officers shall be elected by ballot to serve for two Q) years or until the successors are electe{ arrd

their term of ofEce shall cornrnence no later thao at the beginning of the January meeting at which
th"y shall be officially installed. The elecred offcets shall be Iimited to sele no more than two (2)

consecutive tetms or four (4) years.

Sec. 4. \f/ithio one (1) week of tle meeling in November of each odd year, the membership committee shall
mail a wdtren aotic€ to all members of the couocil liqrifg the nominees to be elected at the Decembet
meeting including a. ollte paragr1ph backgtound and position sfaternent (t*it d to 75 wotds) for each

nominee.

Sec. 5. Special Elections

In the eveot that z'raczrrcyshall occur rn any office listed inA*icle fV Section 1 follorxzing the bi-
enoual elections, the Chairperson shall call for a Special Election at the next rcgalzr meeting of the
Corrncil This electioa rrill be held at the next regular montbly rneeri*B

Notice of the Special Election shall also be included in mailings to all membets announcing the

agenda for the meeting Nominations for the office shall be takes &om the floor, provided priot
permission has been obtaioed fot each person being nominated.

ARTICLEVIII

EXECUTIVE COMTI|ITTEE

The Executive Committee shall be responsible for planning, developing and implemeatrng all general progtams of
the Council fot coordinating the prognms and activities of the Council ''nith other Disttict Advisory Councils and

apptopdate groups, organizatioos ot individuals.

Sec. 1. The Executive Cor'mittee of the Couacil shall consist of the following members:

7. Chailperson
2. YiceChaitperson
3. Recording Secretary

' 4. Corespoading Secreary
5. Treasufet

6. Disuict Commander or his/hc Representative

7. Chailpersons of the Staoding Commrttees

8. Archivist
9. Parliamentaian

10. Seryeant-at-Arns
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Sec. 2. Chaiqpetsons of special and ad hoc committees as well as othet tesource persons may be invited by
tle Chairpenon to attend an executive meeEng on a non-vodng basis.

Sec. 3 The Executive Committee shatl hold rcgular meetings on the second Monday of the month, or at a

time convenient for the majority of its members, or at a time and place designated by the cbairpenon.

Sec 4. The Executive Committee shall ptepare agenda items for the monthly meeti.B.

Sec 5- Specialmeetings of the Executive Committee may be called by the Chairpersons when deemed

necessary or shall be cdied upon writtea request of three (3) members of the Executive Committee.

Sec 6. The Executive Committee shall ha.tre emergencF posrff to act on behalf of the Council dudng the
montbs ofJuly and August

ARTICLE IX

STANDING COMITIITTEES

The Chairpemon of the CouncL shall assiga membets of the Council to the following stan.li€ corrrmittees and

shall designa6" n qfiai?erson of eacb committee Each Standing Cornmittee shall meet on call of the Committee

Chairperson. The Chaiqperson of each $tarr'ling Comrnittee shall have authodty to assign membets of the

Committee and to appoint chai{persons of appropriate sub-corrmittees.

Sec. 1. The Memlership Committee shall be responsible for developing programs for action throughout the

Couocifs iutisdiction to acquaiot citizens of the community witl their responsibility in relation to good

laq/ enforcemeng and to stimulate participation of citizens in activities and programs of the Council.

The Committee shall also be responsible for ensuring that mernbership of the MPD-SD-CAC
includes the broadest possible rcpresentation of all intetests withiq the cornmunity.

The Membership Committee shali focus on obtaining tepresentation ftom civic and citizens

associations, public Lrousiqg associations, churches, recteation and roving leadet program wotkers
, and such other gtoups as carl assist in promoting improved law enforcement within the cornrnunity,

and who ate willing to work for the obiectives of theIvfPD-5D-CAC.

Sec.2. Human Relations Committee shall be responsible for identising, pteventing teducing, and

etiminating inter-group tension. This Committee shall also be responsible fe1 lsdu.ing and

elitninating areas of potentid conflict between the police depattment and the community, and for
development of consttuctive progmms within fhese areas of responsibility.
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Sec.3. T-he Crime Ptevention and BEduction Qommitteq shall develop prograJns rvhich outling ways for
citizens to assist police in cdme prevention and reporti"g cdme; sef,rr€ as witnesses; assist the police
in the apprchension ef sriminals; assist in identifying and teporting potentid 

"ria6-hssding 
areas

vithin the Districq and fior developing general and specific programs fot ptevention and reduction
of crime-

Sec. 4. The Youti epmmiffeE shall be responsible fot ideatifing and developing programs to cope with
ptoblems of youth as they date to law enforceruent within the communitp for developing positive
ptograrns tb establish and to cootinue the closest possible favotable reladonship beturcea the
police department and youth of the community; fot identifying and developing proposals for
elitnin4ing potential youth deliaquency activities and areas witlin the city.

Sec. 5. The Envfuopfnental Profqction and Sanitatio.n.Commi$ee shqll be psponsible for identifying and
maiotaidng continuous suweillance ovet ptoblcrns of sanitatioa including problems of rat
infesation and abandonment of automobiles; for educating citizens in their responsibilities in
preventiag such ptoblems; for developing prograrns to assist appropdate agencies in eradication of
sanitation problems within thi Distdcg shall have primary responsibility fot eraluating environmental
and public health issues as related to public safety, as well as to rnake recommendations for
improvements. The committee shall also interface with local authorities on environmental" sanitation
and related issues.

Sec. 6. The R;blic Affairs Comnittee shall have the responsibility fot public relatioos, intemal and external
communications relaticras- The committee firaction rwill indude a CAC nervsletter, coordination and
planning with the police service areas (?SA) to stengthen commuaity policiag.

ARTICTE X

AMENDTIIET{TS OF BY-IAWS AI{D ADOPTIOII OF STANDIHG RULES

Amendmest of these By-Laws may be made by the Fifth District Citizens Advisory Council upon rnaiodty
vote of tle membets present at a meering;of the Council; provided that notice of the proposed amendment has

been made to all mesrbers of the Council at least ten (10) days ptior to the meeting at wbich the amendments
a.te preseoted. Sanding nrles not in conflict with these By-Laws may be adopted at 

^ny 
regular meeting of the

Cound bv a vote of a mciority of the membets preseflL Copies of such staoding rules shall be forwarded by
. the Disttict Commandet to the Community Relations Division of the Mettopolitan Police Department for the

attention of the Chief of Police.

ARTICTE XI

PARLIAI,I E HTARY AUTHO RITY

The rules contained in RobetCs Rules of Order shall govem the Council in all cases to vrhich they ateapplicable and
are not inconsistent rndth these By-Laws


